Transportation Advisory Committee Meeting
Monday, April 26, 2021  3:00 PM
Virtual Meeting via Teleconference
PUBLIC NOTICE:
Due to COVID-19 and in accordance with the Governor Inslee’s proclamations 20-25.7 and 20-28.8,
the SRTC office is closed to the public and no in-person meetings will be held until further notice.


Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83506538666?pwd=YjYvUndFZXN1Wk1CZjdPUW9MSnlQQT09
Meeting ID: 835 0653 8666 | Passcode: 973452

Or listen by phone at: 1-253-215-8782
Meeting ID: 835 0653 8666 | Passcode: 973452


Public comments can be submitted by email to contact.srtc@srtc.org or by phone to 509-343-6370.
Deadline for submitting comments is 10:00 am on the day of the meeting.


SRTC is committed to nondiscrimination in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
and Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987 (P.O. 100.259) and the Americans with Disabilities Act.
Reasonable accommodations can be requested by contacting the SRTC office by telephone at (509)
343-6370 or by email at contact.srtc@srtc.org at least 48 hours in advance.

Our Mission – To develop plans and programs that coordinate transportation planning in the Spokane region.
Our Values – Regional Leadership, Collaboration, Accountability, Innovation, Transparency, Inclusiveness, Integrity
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Transportation Advisory Committee Meeting
Monday, April 26, 2021  3:00 PM
AGENDA

Time

Item

3:00

1.

Page #

Call to Order / Record of Attendance
FOR ACTION

3:02

2.

Approval of March 22, 2021 Meeting Minutes

Page 3

FOR INFORMATION & DISCUSSION

3:03

3.

Chair Report on April 20, 2021 Board of Directors Meeting

3:08

4.

Unified List of Regional Transportation Priorities (Eve McMenamy)

Page 6

3:28

5.

Public Participation Plan Update (Kylee Jones)

Page 9

3:45

6.

2022-2023 Unified Planning Work Program (Michael Redlinger)

Page 12

3:55

7.

TAC member comments

4:05

8.

Adjournment
Next Meeting Monday, May 24

Our Mission – To develop plans and programs that coordinate transportation planning in the Spokane region.
Our Values – Regional Leadership, Collaboration, Accountability, Innovation, Transparency, Inclusiveness, Integrity
Page 2

MEETING MINUTES

FOR ACTION
AGENDA ITEM 2
04/26/2021 TAC Meeting

Spokane Regional Transportation Council
3/22/2021 Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) Meeting
Zoom Video Conference

1

Call to Order/Roll Call – Chair Todd Coleman brought the meeting to order at 3:00 pm.

Members Present:
Todd Coleman, Chair
Christopher Barnes
Kennet Bertelsen
Rachel Callary
Mark Haberman

Guests Present: None
Melanie Rose, Vice Chair
Carlie Hoffman
Liz Hall
Dave Richardson
Rhonda Young

SRTC Staff Present:
Kylee Jones, Associate Transportation Planner II
Ryan Stewart, Principal Transportation Planner
Jason Lien, Principal Transportation Planner

Michael Redlinger, Associate Transportation Planner II
Julie Meyers-Lehman, Admin-Exec Coordinator

ACTION ITEMS
2

Approval of February 2021 TAC Meeting Minutes

Chair Coleman noted that the date of the meeting was February 22, not 21 as listed on the minutes and a
grammatical correction on page 4. Mr. Barnes stated that he was at the last meeting, but his name was not on
the list of attendees.
Ms. Rose made a motion to approve the minutes as amended. Mr. Richardson seconded. All votes were
in favor
INFORMATION & DISCUSSION ITEMS
3

Chair Report on Board of Directors Meeting

Chair Coleman provided highlights from the March SRTC Board of Directors meeting.
4

US 195/I-90 Study Draft Project Packages

Mr. Stewart presented a history of the study and reviewed the five project goals, which were arrived at by the
community, stakeholders, and study advisory team members. He then described the two packages of proposed
projects for corridor improvement: Project Package #1-Enhanced Expressway and Project Package #2-Parallel
Network.
He described the main differences between each package as they pertain to the five goals and to the corridor
baseline. Mr. Stewart highlighted costs of seven key projects and spoke about the upcoming public engagement
events, including a virtual open house with opportunity for public input, an interactive map, speaking to
neighborhood groups, planning committees, city council, and other interested groups. There will be many more
steps of public involvement before a final recommendation is made.
The group discussed and some comments included;
SRTC Transportation Advisory Committee | 03.22.21 Meeting Minutes Draft | Page 1
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•
•

•

•
5

How local residents of the Inland Empire Way area have expressed concern about changes to the road
through their neighborhood.
The timeline for community outreach. Mr. Stewart said the online open house will run 3 – 4 weeks and
he will also be presenting information to many groups. The study advisory team plans to allow significant
time for public comment and information distribution; they want to proceed deliberately to allow for the
best possible outcome.
Outreach to senior citizen or low-income residents in the area and how many homes will be affected by
proposed projects. Mr. Stewart replied that the study team recognizes that not all residents have internet
access and they have been working with property management for area home owner associations to
distribute information to residents. While he does not have information about the number of houses that
may be impacted, they plan to work closely with the City of Spokane to identify impacted residences and
reach out to them.
Confirmation that the proposed Lindeke project would not displace the Fish Lake Trail.
DivisionConnects Update

Mr. Lien noted the multi-phase schedule of this study and it is currently concluding phase 1, which is the selection
of a preferred alternative for Bus Rapid Transit along the Division Corridor. He spoke about the community
outreach year to date and showed graphics of each of the four final corridor alternatives.
He presented information comparing the four scenarios to each other in terms of transit performance, corridor
mobility, equitable/inclusive access to transit, responsiveness to community goals, implementation feasibility,
capital/operating costs and funding competitiveness.
The Steering Committee, analysis by the technical team and public feedback have been in support of option
titled Side-Running C, which has street parking on Division and a two-way cycle track along Ruby St and
business access and transit lanes through the couplet and mainline of Division. Mr. Lien described components
of the scenario recommendation, alignment throughout different sections of the Division corridor, transit station
location and lane configurations.
He spoke about the analysis of the four alternatives and traffic modeling results after completion of the NSC and
addressed upcoming community engagement and involvement, and next steps in the process, including
speaking to neighborhood groups, the corridor development plan, and pending action by the STA Board.
Mr. Barnes expressed his concern about bicycles on the mainline. Mr. Lien responded that the study team
evaluated bike facilities along the entire length of Division, but felt that was not a good option due to high traffic
volumes and need to purchase right of way. Utilizing a parallel route north and south for the mainline of Division
was considered to be preferable.
Mr. Coleman asked if the preferred alternative generally stays within the existing right of way. Mr. Lien said with
the exception of bus station locations, all concepts along the mainline and couplet are within the right of way.
6

2022-2023 Unified Planning Work Program

Mr. Redlinger explained the federal requirements for the development of a UPWP and highlighted the eight
tasks contained in the SRTC’s plan. He said President Biden’s administration has a big emphasis on climate
change and social justice and he asked the group where they see SRTC staff approaching work with that
in mind. The group discussed SRTC’s social equity mapping tool, review of new funding criteria in light of
the Guiding Principles in Horizon 2040, and looking for ways to improve north-south bike routes.
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7

TAC Member Comments

There were no comments.
8

Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:14 pm

Julie Meyers-Lehman
Recording Secretary
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FOR INFORMATION
AGENDA ITEM 4
04/26/2021 TAC Meeting

To:

Transportation Advisory Committee

From:

Eve McMenamy, Principal Transportation Planner

Topic:

Unified List of Regional Transportation Priorities

04/19/2021

Requested Action:
For information and discussion.
Key Points:
1. In early 2021 the Biden Administration and the Washington State Legislature introduced spending
bills for transportation related investments. Federal and state officials including Senator Murray
and Congressional Member Cathy McMorris Rodgers contacted SRTC and local agencies
requesting transportation priority lists for potential funding opportunities.
2. In response, on March 11, 2021 the SRTC Board directed SRTC to lead a collaborative process
to create a unified list of regional transportation priorities so that the region is more competitive for
funding opportunities. While other organizations could lead this effort, SRTC, as the lead agency
for transportation planning in the Spokane County region, is the logical choice to deliver on this
important work effort.
3. SRTC is not the appropriate organization to create a legislative agenda or to lobby state and federal
officials. While SRTC can serve as a technical resource if needed, lobbying efforts are
appropriately conducted by SRTC’s individual members and by the private sector.
4. Over the next several months, SRTC is seeking input on the unified list from our member agencies,
committees and the Regional Transportation Coalition, a consortium of local chambers of
commerce and public and private sector representatives.
5. It is anticipated that the SRTC Board will be asked to approve the unified list of priorities in October,
preceded by the Board approving a selection screening methodology in June. Once finalized, the
Regional Transportation Coalition and its members will utilize the list to develop its 2022
transportation legislative agenda. A preliminary schedule for this process is included in the
Attachment.
6. Building regional consensus takes a lot of time, effort, and patience. While the result of this year’s
process won’t be perfect due to a condensed timeline, SRTC is developing an important process
that will ultimately make the region more competitive for state and federal transportation dollars.
Each year, SRTC and its regional partners will review the previous year’s work to learn from our
previous efforts.
Board/Committee Discussions:
This is the first time this item has been presented to the TAC. The SRTC Board discussed regional
transportation project priorities at the February and March 2021 Board meetings. At their Feb.11, 2021
board meeting the SRTC Board adopted the following general regional transportation priorities:
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April 2021 TAC – Unified List of Regional Transportation Priorities
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•

Priority One – Completion and Acceleration of the Connecting Washington Program

•

Priority Two – Transportation System Preservation and Maintenance

The Board also held a workshop on March 1, 2021, to discuss the need and support for setting more
regional project priorities. At their March 11, 2021 Board meeting the Board directed SRTC to pursue a
Unified List of Regional Transportation Priorities
Public Involvement:
All Board and SRTC committee meetings are open to the public.
Supporting Information/Implications:
As a Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and a Regional Transportation Planning Organization
(RTPO), SRTC is required to develop several planning products. Two of our main planning products are
the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) or the Long-Range Transportation Plan and the
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). SRTC Staff will present at the TAC meeting how the
development of a Unified List of Regional Transportation Priorities List will complement our current
planning process and products to help make the region more competitive for transportation funding.
Our MTP, known as Horizon 2040, provides a vision and direction for the investment of transportation
resources to meet future transportation needs for the region. The Plan highlights needs and strategies
and contains a list of regional transportation projects to be realized over a 20-year horizon. Furthermore,
the Plan contains SRTC’s policy framework that sets out guiding principles, policies, and measures which
are used to guide decision-making when developing regional transportation priorities. The Plan is
updated every four years; the next update is scheduled for December 2021.
The Regional Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) is a short-range element of the MTP and
outlines financially secured projects to be implemented in the upcoming four years. The SRTC Regional
TIP is incorporated into the Washington State TIP which addresses all the transportation needs of the
state of Washington. Once a project appears in the TIP it is anticipated that the funding will be obligated,
and the project or project phase will be constructed withing the programmed timeframe.

More Information
•
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For additional information contact: Eve McMenamy at evemc@srtc.org or 509.343.6370.

Unified List of Regional Transportation Priorities
Process and Timeline

Organization

April

SRTC Board

Approve
Review process Review selection selection
and timeline
methodology
methodology

Chamber Coalition

Monthly meeting Monthly meeting Monthly meeting Monthly meeting Monthly meeting Monthly meeting Chamber develops 2022 Legislative Agenda
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May

June

July

August

Board updates as needed
Optional Board/Chamber Joint
Meeting

September

October

November

December

Board first touch Board approves
on project list
project list

FOR INFORMATION
AGENDA ITEM 5
04/26/2021 TAC Meeting

To:

Transportation Advisory Committee

From:

Kylee Jones, Associate Transportation Planner II

Topic:

Public Participation Plan (PPP) Update

04/19/2021

Requested Action:
Information and discussion
Key Points:
• SRTC’s Public Participation Plan (PPP) is typically updated in conjunction with the update
to the Metropolitan Transportation Plan. This cycle of updates is scheduled to be
completed by December 2021.
•

A subset of the Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) has met three times for in-depth
work on the PPP update. The next workshop is April 13 at which various outside agency
staff will discuss best practices for community outreach for Title VI and Environmental
Justice populations.

•

The TAC work group has reviewed numerous peer MPO’s Public Participation Plans and
research prior to each workshop.

•

At the December kick-off meeting, the TAC work group identified and prioritized five
components of the PPP that needed to be updated, as follows:
o Develop PPP goals and objectives (February workshop).
o Adopt a stakeholder engagement matrix (March workshop).
o Review & update the public participation outreach methods and techniques with
an emphasis on best practices to engage with hard-to-reach communities (April
workshop).
o Update evaluation matrix (TBD)
o Perform administrative updates (SRTC Staff)
o The final PPP document will be adopted in Q4 2021 as an appendix to the MTP.

•

The draft goals and objectives for the PPP update are as follows:

Goal #1: Communicate key decision points early and often on all transportation planning
activities with clear, timely, accessible, and accurate information for meaningful participation.
o Objective 1.1 - Identify key decision points and areas of influence where public
input is desired
o Objective 1.2 - Publicize access points and create avenues for access
o Objective 1.3 - Explain how public input will be used
o Objective 1.4 - Communicate outcomes of public participation opportunities
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April 2021 TAC – Public Participation Plan
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o Objective 1.5 - Increase public and private intergovernmental communications
and coordination
Goal #2: Provide a proactive process in all transportation planning activities, ensuring
inclusion and support for participation by historically disenfranchised populations.
o Objective 2.1 - Identify historically disenfranchised populations, Title VI, and
Environmental Justice communities
o Objective 2.1 - Develop a plan and desired outreach methods for reaching each
of the above communities.
o Objective 2.3 - Develop relationships with cultural connectors, neighborhood
leaders, business associations, and trusted members of the community to reach
hard-to-reach populations.
o Objective 2.4 - Provide a variety of public participation options to reach a varied
audience
o Objective 2.5 - Reduce barriers for those that experience challenges with inperson access
Goal #3: Increase public awareness and education of Spokane Regional Transportation
Council (SRTC), regional planning, land use, transportation issues and activities across
Spokane County.
o Objective 3.1 - Provide media packages that include visualizations, text and
message for easy distribution through our public and private partners.
o Objective 3.2 - Provide a variety of methods for receiving questions and feedback
from the public
o Objective 3.3 - Use creative outreach methods to increase public interest and
understanding about transportation plans, programs, and projects
o Objective 3.4 - Provide educational infographics, glossaries, and concise
messaging for easy understanding
o Objective 3.5 - Monitor and evaluate outreach and feedback strategies, venues
Board/Committee Discussions:
The TAC was briefed on the PPP in October 2020 and February 2021. The Transportation
Technical Committee received an update at the March 2021 meeting.
Working Group/Subject Matter Expert Team Involvement
The TAC working group members participating in the PPP update workshops and planning
process are:
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•

Melanie Rose, Avista Corp.

•

Dave Richardson, Northeast Community Center

April 2021 TAC – Public Participation Plan

•

Mark Haberman; Aging and Long-Term Care of Eastern Washington

•

Carlie Hoffman; Spokane County Libraries

•

Liz Hall; Peninsula Truck Lines, Inc.

•

Kennet Bertelsen; Morrison Maierle

3

Public Involvement:
The TAC represents a wide variety of perspectives and stakeholder groups. The PPP update will
go through a mandated 45-day public comment period before its adoption. PPP updates and
changes will be presented through a broader Metropolitan Transportation Plan public engagement
process.
Supporting Information/Implications:
•

The PPP is a tool for which SRTC staff can refer for public participation instructions and
a place where the community can learn how, when, and how often we will engage with
them for regional transportation planning.

•

Federal and state regulations, guiding principles and policies regarding public
participation are outlined in the PPP document.

•

The updated PPP will be presented to the Board for adoption in December 2021 in
conjunction with the MTP adoption.

•

The SRTC Public Participation Plan was lasted updated in 2017 and is required to be
“periodically” updated according to 23 CFR 450.316.

More Information:
For detailed information contact: Kylee Jones at kjones@srtc.org or (509) 343-6370.
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FOR INFORMATION
AGENDA ITEM 6
04/26/2021 TAC Meeting

To:

Transportation Advisory Committee

From:

Michael Redlinger, Associate Transportation Planner II

Topic:

SFY 2022-2023 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP)

04/19/2021

Requested Action:
For information and discussion.
Key Points:
• The UPWP is the foundational document outlining the core functions, planning studies,
technical support and other ongoing planning activities conducted at SRTC.
•

The state fiscal year (SFY) 2022-2023 UPWP covers a two-year period from July 1, 2021
to June 30, 2023.

•

The UPWP two-year revenue and expenditure budget forecast is approximately $4.6M.

•

The preliminary draft of the UPWP was sent to WSDOT TRIP on April 6 and the document
can be found here.

•

On April 27, 2021, the WSDOT Eastern Region Planning Office and WSDOT Tribal and
Regional Planning Office, along with the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), will conduct a review of the SFY 2023-2023
UPWP.

•

In relationship to the UPWP, USDOT recently released an Infrastructure for Rebuilding
America (INFRA) grant opportunity with key objectives that focus on climate change, social
justice and advancing racial equity. Last month, we encouraged the TAC to share their
perspectives on how SRTC could engage in this work. Over the SFY 2022-2023 UPWP
period, SRTC plans to scope the process and workflow needed to update our equity
planning.

•

The UPWP includes major planning activities identified by Spokane Transit Authority and
WSDOT Eastern Region are also included in the UPWP by appendices.

Board/Committee Discussions:
This is the second time the SFY 2022-2023 has been presented to the TAC. The TAC has an
opportunity to review and comment until May 13. The Board will receive an update in May.
Public Involvement:
None to date.
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April TAC – SFY 2022-2023 UPWP Overview

Supporting Information/Implications
A development schedule for the SFY 2022-2023 UPWP is below.
Date

Action

03/24/21
03/28/21
04/06/21
04/08/21
04/27/21
04/26/21
04/28/21
04/28/21
05/13/21
05/13/21
05/24/21
05/26/21
06/10/21
06/14/21
06/21/21
06/30/21
07/01/21

UPWP Overview to TTC
UPWP Overview to Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC)
Preliminary draft of UPWP document to WSDOT TRIP
UPWP Overview to Board of Directors
On-site review meeting with WSDOT, FHWA, FTA, Spokane Transit
Draft UPWP presented to TAC
Draft UPWP presented to TTC
UPWP out for public comment
Draft UPWP presented to the Board of Directors
Comment period closes. Comments from TTC and TAC due.
TAC recommendation of Board approval of draft UPWP
TTC recommendation of Board approval of draft UPWP
Board approval of UPWP
Approved UPWP submitted to WSDOT TRIP
WSDOT TRIP submits approved SFY 2022-2023 UPWP to FHWA/FTA
FHWA/FTA UPWP approval date
SFY 2022-2023 UPWP takes effect

More Information:
•
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For detailed information contact: Michael Redlinger at mredlinger@srtc.org or
509.343.6370

2

