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Purpose 
This document sets forth the Spokane Regional Transportation Council (SRTC) policies for 
coordination with Indian Tribal Governments concerning development of the long-range 
transportation plan and the transportation improvement program.  
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Background 
This policy is established to comply with 23 CFR 450.316(b)(3)(c) and (e) for involving 
Indian Tribal Governments in developing SRTC’s Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) 
and Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). Procedures established in this policy are 
intended to ensure that SRTC’s tribal coordination efforts are comprehensive and inclusive. 
 
Policy 
SRTC encourages full involvement of tribes in all of its activities, including development of 
the Metropolitan Transportation Plan and the Transportation Improvement Program. It is the 
policy of the SRTC to coordinate on transportation planning activities with, at a minimum, 
the two federally recognized Native American tribal governments with trust lands in SRTC’s 
planning area, the Spokane Tribe and Kalispel Tribe. Other area tribes may also be 
consulted, including the Coeur d’Alene Tribe, Salish/Kootenai Tribe, and the Confederated 
Tribes of the Colville Reservation. Consultation and coordination will be done through:  
 

• Participation on SRTC’s Transportation Technical Committee (TTC) by 
representatives from the Spokane Tribe and Kalispel Tribe. 

• Notification through phone calls and emails to tribal leaders and staff of opportunities 
to participate in meetings, public comment periods and other planning activities. 

• Inclusion on stakeholder groups for subarea studies and other projects. 
• News releases sent to The Rawhide Press, the Spokane Tribe’s monthly community 

newspaper and Smoke Signals, the Kalispel Tribe’s newsletter. 
• Contact with the Washington State Department of Transportation’s Tribal Liaison. 
• Consultation on, and review of, SRTC’s Metropolitan Transportation Plan (and 

Regional Transportation Plan). 
• Inclusion, as requested, of tribal projects in SRTC’s Transportation Improvement 

Program (TIP). 
• Requests to tribal representatives to review draft versions of the TIP, SRTC’s Public 

Participation Plan and other documents. 
 
SRTC’s Public Participation Plan (PPP) includes a section on engaging Tribal governments 
that includes more details on methods used to notify Tribes of opportunities, and requests, 
to participate in SRTC activities. The Tribal Government Consultation section can be found 
on page 11 of the PPP, available on the “Documents” page of the SRTC website at 
www.SRTC.org. It also includes language encouraging Tribal involvement in SRTC 
activities and the Transportation Technical Committee (TTC). 
 
The PPP additionally includes a schedule of when major documents such as the 
Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) and TIP (Transportation Improvement Program) are 
made available for review by partner agencies, stakeholders, Tribes and the general public. 
That can be found on page 24. 
 
It is SRTC’s policy to utilize recommendations for coordination purposes, where 
appropriate, from the Tribal Consultation Best Practices Guide for Metropolitan and 
Regional Transportation Planning Organizations (Washington Indian Transportation Policy 
Advisory Committee, May 26, 2015. 
 
Policy Follow Up 
SRTC will document formal consultation activities with tribal agencies including date of 
contact, method of consultation, responses and actions taken, as required. 
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